THE GREAT TUDORS
" so that my prince may win honour either by standing or
relenting, I will be very gladly lapis offensionis" He was
surprised by the violence of Puritan opposition to " decent
apparel," but saw " that they will offer themselves to lose all,
yea their bodies to prison, rather than they will yield."
The Queen's continued refusal of support first roused him
to protest: " Execution, execution, execution of laws and
orders must be the first and last part of good government";
and then left him a prey to depression: " Must I do all these
things alone? ... I only shame to be so vilely reported.
And yet I am not weary to bear, to do service to God and to
my prince; but an ox can draw no more than he can."
He was " vilely reported "; he was nicknamed the " Pope
of Lambeth," and as an old man, he nearly lost his life
through a Puritan plot to sink his barge in the Thames.
His mind often took refuge from public affairs and their
difficulties in memories of Cambridge. He was a thoughtful
and generous benefactor of Corpus: it owed him endowments
of land, additional buildings and money for the maintenance
of the Hall fire. When its ancient arms, of the Guilds
of Corpus Christi and of the Blessed Virgin, were
attacked as superstitious, he paid for a new grant from the
College of Arms, bearing a pelican in her piety, and three
slipped lilies. He certainly enjoyed the continuity of sym-
bolism here achieved. By his will, the College received plate
and a major part of his magnificent collection of manu-
scripts. A year earlier, the Cambridge University Library
had received a noble gift of his Biblical commentaries, but
Corpus has nearly five hundred books. He safeguarded this
legacy so effectually, that Pepys, whose Library at Magda-
lene includes a number of books with the pressmarks of other
Colleges, paid him the sincere compliment of imitation; the
three different keys for each bookcase, in the hands of
Master, Dean and Librarian, and the annual search by
another College, to which, were any books lost " by supine
negligence," the Library and the plate should pass. Parker
also, characteristically, gave the College its own History,
which he had caused his Secretary to write. His name is
inscribed on the door of the Master's Lodge at Corpus, and
his benign spirit broods over the place.
The later years of his life were passed in comparative
retirement, his illness increased upon him, and he suffered
some disfavour at Court, both for his hatred of the French
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